
Climate change 

Climate change is 
happening.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOCPUmwUiLU


Climate change 
Climate change is happening.  

This course focuses on the effect of climate change on poor countries. 

Climate change hits poor the hardest. 

Its effects are devastating for poor and vulnerable people around the 
world. 

Poor added least to climate change but suffer the most. 

World’s response: What is the Paris Climate Accord?                           
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Global Agreement 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQQdzELKzV0


Remember this video about how 
climate change causes hunger and 
stunting: Aid vs. Development 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Bw99-Z6iUA


Climate ethics: Care for creation 
(Catholic Social Tradition principle)

The Earth's resources do not belong to 
the few who seek to use them for 
personal or corporate profit, but are to 
be shared by the whole human 
community. 

These resources are limited and are 
part of God's creation. 

We need to use them with care and in a 
way that allows for regeneration and 
sustainability .
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Our responsibility

It’s essential that wealthier nations help people in the developing 
world of the Global South adapt. (Justice, not charity) 

Provide small farmers and poor communities with strategic ways 
to deal with climate change. (adaptation) 

Urge decision-makers to institute policies that reduce carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions. (mitigation) 

We can work together to achieve a just and sustainable future for 
all people, and for our entire planet. (solidarity)
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What can I do? 
Personally & as a Citizen

1. Personally 

Think more about who made 
our things and grew our food.  

Make meaningful lifestyle 
changes 

Be a conscious consumer 

Educate 

Advocate
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ADAPTATION: 
CRS’s approach to  
assisting communities

CRS’s approach is called 

Integral Human Development – IHD 

It is Asset-based community development
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What are some ways poor 
countries might ADAPT to 
Climate Change?

CRS’s integrated approach to 
development.key – IHD 

Slide 17-28
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Our response to effects of climate 
change on poor people

2. As a citizen:  

advocate to 
government and 
companies

10



What does CRS ask us to 
advocate for?

CRS recommends that citizens as our government to 
provide aid for vulnerable communities: 

1. IMMEDIATE AID: when climate disasters strike 
poor countries (This is short-term aid or relief) 

2. AID for LONG-RANGE, SYSTEMIC CHANGE: to 
prepare poor communities to become resilient (This is 
long-term Development Aid) 

3. AID to help them adapt to changing climate
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Advocacy CRS recommends
Increase climate financing to address the needs of the 3 billion people most at risk to 
climate change. 

Fulfill our multi-billion $ pledge to the Green Climate Fund. 

Provide climate-specific adaptation funds in addition to current and future development 
and humanitarian assistance funding. 

Empower vulnerable populations with the tools and knowledge necessary to effectively 
create a dignified and sustainable future. 

Ensure that adaptation approaches are broadly consistent with the morally acceptable 
principles of good development, including transparency, accountability, local ownership 
and participation of civil society.  
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Climate Advocacy

1. What is your personal reason for making this request? 

2. Green Climate Fund. (US promised $3B, paid $1B. Trump for last 4 years = 
$0. Now Biden proposes $1 billion for next year) 

3. Humanitarian assistance to meet immediate needs. 

4. Development assistance to help communities become more resilient in the 
future. (Development assistance to help communities mitigate their contribution 
to CC is more difficult, but necessary.)

13

http://www.greenclimate.fund/who-we-are/about-the-fund
http://www.greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/resource-mobilization
https://www.usaid.gov/irma
https://www.usaid.gov/climate


Your voice is important. Listen 
to Rep. Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 9:06 14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoEYPMpK944


When we advocate and write 
Congress, this is what can 
happen 15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bExZTtXW8-I


Why?

It’s the fair and right thing to do. 

It’s an investment in our future. 

It will prevent worse problems in the future. 

The U.S. has the leadership authority.
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