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Mitigation

Climate Change Mitigation refers to our efforts 
to reduce or prevent our emission of 
greenhouse gases before they happen



What are the solutions? 
1. WE MUST MITIGATE 
& 2. HELP POOR ADAPT

WE MUST MITIGATE: How do we get to a low 
(ZERO!) carbon economy (mitigation)? 

1. globally, 2. nationally, 3. personally 

ultimate goal: carbon neutral 

WE MUST ASSIST poor nations to adapt 
(adaptation)?  

Why should we? (motivation)
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Solutions: mitigation, 
adaptation

What can I do personally to lessen my carbon use? 

What policies should the US adopt to mitigate our carbon 
use?  

And what should we do about help for poorer nations 
suffering?
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What can I do 
personally to lessen 
my carbon use?

1. Learn about TRUE COST and who should pay 
2. Learn what really causes climate change 
3. Learn what are the most impactful changes I can make 
or advocate for

https://vimeo.com/94077792


True costs (video)

1. “Externalities” & who pays for them now? 
2. Who should pay for them: Carbon Tax 
(watch https://vimeo.com/94077792 

https://vimeo.com/94077792
https://vimeo.com/94077792


Second, our country: 
What should our country do?

Let’s find the areas that could produce the greatest 
CARBON SAVINGS
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Homes & Business
16%

Transportation
14%

Industry
21%

Agriculture, Forestry
24%

Electricity & Heat
25%

burning of coal, natural 
gas, and oil for 
electricity and heat 

fossil fuels burned on site 
at industrial facilities for 
energy.

cultivation of crops and 
livestock and 
deforestation

fossil fuels burned 
for road, rail, air, and 
marine

onsite energy generation and burning 
fuels for heat in buildings or cooking in 
homes

Greenhouse gas emissions globally

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data


9

Homes & Business
13%

Transportation
29%

Industry & Buildings
23%

Agriculture, Forestry
10%

Electricity & Heat
25%

1. The burning of coal, 
natural gas, and oil for 
electricity and heat is the 
largest single source of 
global greenhouse gas 
emissions.

2. Fossil fuels burned on 
site at facilities for energy

3. Greenhouse gas 
from agriculture (cultivatio
n of crops and livestock) 
and deforestation

4. fossil fuels burned 
for road, rail, air, and 
marine 
transportation

5. onsite energy generation and burning 
fuels for heat in buildings or cooking in 
homes

Greenhouse gas emissions US

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data
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What’s the best ways to reduce 
these greenhouse gasses? 11
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H O W  M U C H  F O O D  
D O  Y O U  W A S T E ?

• 1/3 of all food produced 
worldwide, worth around 
US$1 trillion, gets lost or 
wasted in food production 
and consumption systems 

• www.worldfooddayusa.org/food_waste_the_facts

http://www.worldfooddayusa.org/food_waste_the_facts


W H AT  D O E S  Y O U R  
C L O S E T  L O O K  L I K E ?



Mitigation - How to prevent worse crisis 
Going carbon neutral as a nation

What are the possible ways to reduce carbon use on 
national scale? 

1.persuasion: social responsible behavior on 
corporate and personal level. Educate people. 

2.Setting standards, goals, and regulation of 
businesses 

3.market forces: solar and wind are now cheaper than 
coal.
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1. Persuasion: Corporate 
Social Responsibility

How far does corporate responsibility take us to what 
is needed? 
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2. Regulations

All posted by Obama and thrown out by Trump, 
brought back by Biden 

Clean Power Plan (restrictions on fossil fuel burning) 

Waters of the U.S. Rule (EPA to protect vulnerable 
waterways and drinking water) 

Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal Lands 

Methane Rule (must monitor gas leaks)
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Taxation: Why high carbon 
emission prices are a key

“Ensuring a high price on carbon emissions is the 
single most important tool for slowing emissions.” 

Has worked to remove lead from gasoline 

Has worked to cut sulfur emissions that produced 
acid rain by 50%
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