
Climate Change & 
effects on education, 
disease, and gender

Class 5 on climate



Climate and its effect on 
children’s learning in 
Zimbabwe - CRS

What are key points you learned?  
Write them down. 

“When I am hungry at school, I 
can’t concentrate.” 

Lunch and no dinner 

“We eat just to survive.” 

What are the effects of climate 
change on these children’s 
future?
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Climate change & effect on 
children’s learning in 
Madagascar

Nicholas Kristof, reporter 
for the NYTimes 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Iwct8HeU7N8  

What key points did you 
learn? Write them down. 

Why do leaders deny 
climate change when it is 
so easy to see?
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Climate and its effect on 
children’s learning in Kenya

How does Climate Change 
impact boys and girls 
differently? Write as you watch. 

A boy’s education: Gideon 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c1XPF-NVnEg&t=8s 
23,000 shillings = $209 

A girl’s education: Sitawa  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=d82fOQM57K0 
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Gender: Climate Change 
affects women & girls more. 
Why?

Women are more likely to live in poverty than men 

Women have less access to basic human rights like 
the ability to freely move and acquire land  

Women face systematic violence that escalates during 
periods of instability. 

Women are often denied property rights and credit and 
financing. 

Women lack deeds or titles to the lands 
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Women as entrepreneurs: this is 
her farm/home



2. She owns this land



3. She converts idle land converted into fish farm



Gender: Climate Change 
affects women & girls more. 
Why?

Gender-based violence, child marriage, and 
exploitation rise as resources dwindle, land becomes 
increasingly unlivable, and climate change increases 

Women are trading sex for access to fish, access to 
markets, access to livelihood 

	 Two million women and children – four a minute – 
die prematurely due to illness caused by indoor air 
pollution, primarily from smoke produced while 
cooking with solid fuels. 

10



BUT WOMEN ARE BUILDING 
RESILIENCE

• Develop RESILIENCE

• By forming Savings & 
Internal Lending 
Communities = SILC

• So as to BUILD 
BUSINESSES, EDUCATE 
THEIR CHILDREN, etc.

•



Gender: Climate Change 
increases women’s displacement, 
migration, and refugees

80% of people displaced by climate are women 

When girls and women are displaced, they’re often 
unable to continue their education and pursue 
economic opportunities. Refugee girls are half as 
likely to be in school as refugee boys. 

When pregnant women are displaced, they’re less 
likely to receive adequate pre- and post-natal care 

12

• Overview of linkages between gender and climate change. 

https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/gender/Gender%20and%20Environment/UNDP%20Linkages%20Gender%20and%20CC%20Policy%20Brief%201-WEB.pdf


However, women are leaders 
on climate

Women are leading climate action movements 

Women are championing clean sources of energy 

Women are building alternative models of community 
that focus on sustainability and cooperation.
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Key messages about women 
and climate change

Integrate gender perspectives into mitigation and 
adaptation actions.  

Ensure that adaptive actions aim to build up the asset 
base of women, including land, access to credit and 
education.  

Ensure mitigation and adaptation efforts also address 
sources of gender-based vulnerability, gender 
inequality and poverty. 
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Climate change and 
pandemics

Cholera, a diarrheal disease that haunted big cities like 
London and New York in the 19th century, thrives in 
warmer water. 

The emergence of new pathogens from animals
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