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Today’s news: 1. Hurricane Ida

Hurricane Ida: 2 reasons for its record-
shattering rainfall in the Northeast long after the 
winds weakened

1. Warmer climate, heavier rainfall
2. As hurricanes move northward from the 
tropics, they still bring very moist tropical 
humidity. 
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Today’s news: 2. Cost of storm

Ida ruined 400 homes in Southeastern Pa. and 
damaged $100 million in public infrastructure. Lost 
jobs. Lost homes. Lost lives. 

Who pays? 

How much of that cost is due to Climate Change 
caused by coal, oil, and gas use?
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Today’s news: 3. Solar power

From 4% solar now to 45% solar in 2050: Energy Department Lays 
Out Ambitious Blueprint for Solar Power 

Solar already cheaper than coal-electricity or gas-electricity 

Biden also wants to add hundreds of offshore wind turbines to 
the seven currently 

Also wants half of all new cars sold to be electric by 2030 
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Types of climate-induced 
movement
1. Displacement: predominantly forced movement 

2. Migration: predominantly voluntary 

3. Planned relocation can be forced or voluntary 

4. Trapped in place: unable to move out of harm’s way 

5. Voluntarily immobile aspire to stay despite adverse changes to 
their environment, livelihoods, and living conditions 

6. Most displacement, migration, and planned relocation occur within 
countries, not across international borders.
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Climate Class 3: why does climate 
change increases migration? 
What are the consequences?



What is 1 reason CC 
increases migration?



What is a 2nd reason 
CC increases 
migration?



What is a 3rd reason 
CC increases 
migration?



Drought and shifting weather 
make it difficult for many small-
scale farmers to feed their families 11

ALTA VERAPAZ, GUATEMALA. Carlos Tiul, an Indigenous farmer whose maize crop has failed, with his children. 



Méndez López’s crops shriveled 
and died before producing a 
single ear of corn. 12



It’s the height of rainy season, 
but in Conacaste, the rains came 
months too late, then stopped. 13



Without a reliable source of potable water, 
outbreaks of diarrhea and skin rashes have 
become increasingly common, especially 
among children. Note the baby’s hair. 14



What We Know About Climate 
Change and Migration (force multiplier)

People’s circumstances, available choices, and decisions on movement 
are affected by climate change.  

However, it is too simplistic and empirically inaccurate to suggest that 
climate change causes human movement. Force multiplier. 

In general attributing a specific event or phenomena solely to climate 
change is difficult. 

Second, the impacts of climate change are never the sole ‘cause’ of 
human movements.  

Third, personal and household characteristics, as well as obstacles and 
facilitators, influence decisions on movement.

15

https://cmsny.org/cms-initiatives/climate-induced-migration/



Now, with a dwindling supply of food, 
and no source of income, he’s 
wondering how he’ll be able to feed his 
six young children. 16



Those displaced seek to 
relocate as “climate change 
refugees”

But climate change is not recognized as a valid cause 
for international refugee status, according to 
international law (1951 Refugee Convention).
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Increasingly erratic climate patterns have produced year after 
year of failed harvests and dwindling work opportunities 
across the country, forcing more and more people like 
Méndez López to consider migration in a last-ditch effort to 
escape skyrocketing levels of food insecurity and poverty. 18



Data from Customs and Border Patrol 
show a massive increase in the number 
of Guatemalan migrants, particularly 
families and unaccompanied minors

The increase coincides with the onset of severe El 
Niño-related drought conditions in Central America’s 
Dry Corridor, which stretches through Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador. 

The main “push factor” identified was not violence, but 
drought and its consequences: no food, no money, 
and no work.
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“Changing climate forces desperate Guatemalans to migrate”
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Guatemala is consistently listed among 
the world’s 10 most vulnerable nations to 

the effects of climate change.



As people run short of food and abandon farms, they 
congregate in slums, with little water or electricity, 
where they are more vulnerable to flooding or other 
disasters. The slums fuel extremism and chaos. 21



Cortez hoped to escape the violence, but she 
couldn’t. The gangs run through her 
apartment block, stealing televisions and 
collecting protection payments.

Most would-be migrants don’t want to move away 
from home. Instead, they’ll make incremental 
adjustments to minimize change, first moving to a 
larger town or a city. It’s only when those places fail 
them that they tend to cross borders, taking on ever 
riskier journeys
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In addition to Climate Change, Political 
Conditions in Guatemala are  
FORCE MULTIPLIERS

A country colonized by Spain, then dominated by American 
business 

Devastating, decades-long civil war. U.S. backed military 
authoritarians against the native peasants. 

Exclusion and discrimination persist 

Native Mayans suffer persistent Trauma 

Economic system that still rewards the rich and the corrupt 

Climate Change
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What Guatemalan need

“las tres T’s: trabajo, techo, tierra”(“the three 
L’s: labor, lodging, land”) 

Land reform so people can OWN their own 
land and not just work on other’s land 

Lodging: homes with dignity 

Labor: work training 

Help ADAPTING to climate change

24



What are the results of climate 
migration?

As you watch video, think 

Why did migrants leave? 

What two responses does US have to migrants?
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A Tale of 2 Villages 26

Jerry Zurek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGdvv4dwzIA 

Jerry Zurek
Copy/Paste/Watch
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