
Climate Class 2



Rain & flooding after Hurricane Ida

4 min. Video: please watch, think and feel. Keep your 
eyes on the screen. 

Here’s New York City: https://bit.ly/3yQeZRm  
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“ T H E  W O R L D  W E  H AV E  
R E C E I V E D  A L S O  B E L O N G S  
T O  W H O  W I L L  F O L L O W  U S . ”  



What are the IPCC reports?

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

August 2021 IPCC Report: 

234 scientists from around the globe summarized 
the current climate research 

planet changing at unprecedented rate 

some of the changes will be irreversible 

global carbon dioxide emissions net zero by 2050
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Rapidly 
increasing  
greenhouse 
gas
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Scientific consensus
Human activity is the cause 
of most of the planetary 
warming of recent decades, 
and probably all of it. 

Carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases trap extra 
heat near the surface of the 
planet, raising temps nearly 
2º F. 

The hard question is to forecast 
how big the coming crisis is. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/02/science/climate-change-republicans.html



Global warming by 2100
• Where we are now 

• If we do nothing 

• With current pledges 

• Target 3.6º F or 2º C 
(preferably 1.5º C) to be 
carbon neutral 

• To achieve the target 
and save the world 
means carbon neutral 
fossil fuels by 2050

• carbon-free electricity
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A few degrees: What’s the big 
deal? - Dr. Katherine Hayhoe

How would you explain to your mom, dad, or uncle 
why global warming of just a few degrees is a big 
problem? 

What are the principal causes of global warming? 

How will we be impacted by even just a 1.5° or 2.0° 
increase in temp?
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What climate change looks like: 
8 ways Climate Change hurts humans

1. Extreme heat  

2. Floods 

3. Drought 

4. Fire 

5. Crop declines and food shortages 

6. Infectious diseases 

7. Mental illness 

8. Violence and conflict
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Eight Ways Climate Change Hurts Humans 

•Can you think of an example of each? 
•Can you explain why each is harmful?



Which 
countries 
are worst?
• US is all-time worst. 
• US has 4% of 

population but 15% of 
emissions

10Who's Responsible for Climate Change?



The latest IPCC report explained in 
7.5 minutes

7 min. Video: please watch, think and feel. Keep your eyes on the 
screen. I will pause for note taking. 

195 governments agreed on the facts. 

More extreme events compounding one another. 

Big difference between a 1.5° rise and 2° rise 

Every fraction of a degree avoided will be a big help.
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What do the US and Europe have in 
common that put them in the lead for 
greatest causes of climate change? 

1. use lots of fossil fuels 

2. materialism: how got materialistic? 

3. wealthy: how did we get wealthy? 

4. Leading fossil fuel producers 

5. Colonizers: 
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Just 4% of 
world 

population


